LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
doubt. I believe all the actors have been puppets, worked
by persons behind the scenes: and for this reason, if for
no other, you must immediately arm us by the suspen-
sion of the Habeas Corpus. . . . But you must do more.
You must renew the martial law, or pass some other bill
to enable the military to act with greater promptitude,
if the Lord Lieutenant should see jit. We have done all we
can venture to do, but armed rebellion must be met by
arms. It is as important to destroy the influence of the
terror of the rebels over the minds of those inclined to their
cause as to subdue them in the field. Free quarters are
what I can never approve. Courts martial are dreadful
things and raise discontent in many minds, but people
would rather live under a military government than under
no government and if they cannot be protected by govern-
ment, they might as well live under no government. . . .
Whilst the rebel directory is absolute and on the spot, the
Bong's Government is restricted and under the guidance
of a distant power, necessarily ignorant of everything
which can guide instant decision. This state of things gives
wonderful force to those who are adverse to the Union,
and I am sorry to say there are too many who are so. I
hope for the best, but as the event may deceive my hopes,
I must be prepared for the worst".1
The excitement which-the insurrection caused through-
out the country was out of all proportion to its importance,
for the people shared the Chancellor's suspicions that it
was only part of a widespread conspiracy. The day after
the rising, Dr. Troy, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin, addressed an exhortation to all the clergy of his
Archdiocese with instructions that it was to be read in the
respective chapels, or otherwise communicated to the
1 G. Pellew, Life and Correspondence ofAddington (1847), II. 209.
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